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DRIVING FORCE 
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The Joint Commission®  
Environment of Care Standards-2015 

 

ü Minimizing Waterborne Organisms 
(EC.02.05.01 EP14)   

ü Controlling Airborne Contaminates 
(EC.02.05.01 EP15)  

ü Providing Appropriate Environment  
(EC.02.06.01 EP13)  

 
 
 



TJC REQUIREMENT 
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Design Criteria 

üGuidelines for Design and Construction of 

Health Care Facilities, 2010 edition, 

administered by the Facility Guidelines 

Institute and published by the American 

Society for Healthcare Engineering 

(ASHE). 

 

 



THE GUIDELINE 
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üGuidelines for Design & 
Construction of Hospital 
& Healthcare Facilities,  
Facilities Guidelines 
Institute, FGI 2010 
 

 



THE GUIDELINES 
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üLegionella: Risk 
Management for 
Building Water 
Systems  
ASHRAE 188-
2015 
 
 

 
  

 



THE GUIDELINES 
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üVentilation of 
Healthcare 
Facilities 
ASHRAE 170-
2008 
 

 
  

 



KEY RESOURCES 
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üHealthcare - Guidelines for 
Environmental Infection Control in 
Healthcare Facilities,  
CDC, 2003 
 

ü Infection Control - Infection 
Prevention Manual for Construction 
& Renovation,  
APIC 2014 
 
 
 



BAD NEWS 
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Historic New York City hotel located as 

source of Legionnairesõ disease 

outbreak 

òThe Opera House Hotel said it will go 

beyond newly imposed regulations in testing 

its cooling system as officials declare an 

end to the outbreakó (NY Times) 



MINIMIZING WATERBORNE ORGANISMS 

9 

EC.02.05.01 EP14 

ü The hospital minimizes 

pathogenic biological agents 

in cooling towers, domestic 

hot and cold water systems, 

and other aerosolizing water 

systems. 



WATER MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 
ASHRAE 188 
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üPrevention-  

Establishing the program 

üPrecautions- 

Identifying potential & ongoing 

risks 

üResponse-  

Being prepared with corrective 

actions 



WATER MANAGEMENT AUDIT 
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WATER MANAGEMENT AUDIT 
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WATER MANAGEMENT AUDIT 
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ANALYSIS 
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High Risk Areas 

üCooling Towers* 

üHot and Cold Water Loops 

üWhirlpools and Spas 

üDecorative Indoor Fountains 

ü Inactive Patient Care Space 

üCardiac Heater-cooler Units 
 

*8.2 Cooling Towers. Cooling towers shall be located 

so that drift is directed away from air-handling unit 

intakes.  



CONTROLS 
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üIdentify the òcontrol locationsó 

for risks 

üDetermine and implement the 

òcontrol measureó to minimize 

risk 

üDefine the òcontrol limitsó 

required 

üMonitor the òcontrol measuresó 


